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Information . abeut sharks

-—"be'c’ause lt-lscove‘red-by thousands o) t|ny teeth called dentlc es

— L. The sharks take oxygen from the water, when water passes through
~ the gills, and passes it into their bloodstream.

= Most sharks live in warm water, some species survive in polar regions
and some sharks can live only where the water is cooler.

= Most sharks have good eyesight.

= Sharks have between five and seven gill openings.
= Sharks have an excellent sense of smell.

= Most sharks give birth to live babies, called pups.
sharks Iay eggs

= Sharks can replace their damaged or Iost teeth all the time.
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ArrleizIng feices

‘\ ._.‘_I_j e — .
- Shark skin does not have scales like a bony fish, —
instead it is covered in tiny teeth-like points called

3 ® _'
...%"5._;“‘" e denticles. These denticles are continually replaced.
e e sy
R ~-"“'.};¢;_:3g§?¢; The shark skin used to be used as sandpaper to
e _ e < @ 0 0 0 - -
ﬁ.‘ézﬂ& % :?,‘;.,e-- polish wood. It is smooth in one direction and rough
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IS s e et 3-‘“,, in the other.
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Sharks can’t move their pectoral fins like paddles so they are __‘

le to swim backwards or hover in th eyalsodon't .

id in boney fish,
oil-rich liver which helps reduce their weight in

the water.
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~.. Sharks are slow growing, late maturing and have a low reproductive

rate.

Most sharks give birth to live young instead of laying eggs.

Sharks that give birth to live babies (called pups) usually only have
very few at one time. For example, a great white shark only has four to
10 pups. Some sharks are pregnant for two to three years before
giving birth.
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Layirg egys
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fempeture, and is usuaﬂyoyer—é period of several months.

This is the egg case from a Port Jackson shark.
Sometimes the mother wedges its spiral-shaped
egg case into rocks to stop predators eating it. -

This is a Port Jackson shark embryo.
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This is an Elephant fish egg
capsule (case).

This is an Elephant fish embryo.
Elephant fishes are related to sharks
and rays, but they have a skin -

cov their gilw%‘
d of gill slits. —

re smooth.

"
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mencg_ that makes up the skeleton of some fish —
?be-wa-ncy: the ability-to float, rise or sink in water
cartilage: a skeletal material consisting of matrix of soft white or translucent
chondrin
caudal fin: the tail fin
claspers: modified portions of the pelvic fins in male sharks
denticle: a small, tooth-like structure

in: an unpaired fin on the back or upper

In water

-

> a long, narrow gill opening

nostril: external opening of the nasal organs
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ARY-continued

= pectoral fin: paired fins just behind or below the gill opening united to_
_:-—‘.

form a disc in most rays

scale: a small membranous or horny modification of the skin of many fishes
spiracle: a respiratory opening behind the eye in sharks and rays

tail: the part of the fish between the vent and the origin of the caudal fin

teeth: hard outgrowths on the jaws, roof of the mouth or pharynx (the part of the

oat into which the qill slits open); used for biting and masticating food _‘

T —
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